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1. Kindness to Parents
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) said: “A person asked: ‘O
Messenger of God! Who amongst people is the most
deserving of my good treatment?’ He replied: “Your
mother, then yourZmother, then your mother, then
your father, then youfonearest relatives according to
their order [of nearnéss|:2"
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Yazid ibn Abi Habib reported that Na‘im, the freed
slave of Umm Salamah reported to him that
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As (rta) said: “A person
came to the Prophet (sws) of God and said: “I

1. Abi al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri. Al-
Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 4 (Beirut: Dar ihya’ al-turath al-‘arabr,
n.d.), 1974, (no. 2548).
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[would like to] pledge allegiance to you for
migration and jihad seeking reward only from God.”
He [the Prophet (sws)] replied: “Is any of your
parents alive?” The person said: “Yes; in fact both
are alive.” The Prophet (sws) further asked: “Do you
want to seek reward from God?” He replied: “Yes.”
At this, the Prophet (sws) said: “Go back to your
parents and treat them with kindness.””

H;JGWJW&\JJ@J\Q&B;}ZQTUc@TUc
e JB A 0k e s W ) 8 U s U L

) 0 s Ugdls” S Laisl S ate il 90
Abii Hurayrah (rta) repotrted that the Prophet (sws)
said: “Let him be humbled, into dust; let him be
humbled into dust; let him*be " humbled into dust.” It
was asked: “Who O God’s Messenger?” He said:
“He who found either of his parents-or both of them

during their old age, but [still] did not enter Paradise
[by serving them].””

2. Kindness to the Friends’ of Parents
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta) reported that God’s

2. Ibid., vol. 4, 1975, (no. 2549).
3. Ibid., vol. 4, 1978, (no. 2551).




Selections from Hadith

Prophet (sws) said: “The finest act of virtue is that a
person should be kind to the loved ones of his
father.”*

3. Knowledge of Virtue and Vice
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Al-Nawwas ibn Sim‘an al-Ansari (rta) said: “I asked
God’s Messenger (sws) about virtue and vice. He
replied: “Virtue is good’conduct and vice is what

pinches your heart and you“would not like people to
know about it.””

4. Honouring Kinship Ties
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Jubayr ibn Mut‘im (rta) reported on the authority of

his father that the Prophet (sws) said: “The severer
[of ties of kinship] will not enter Paradise.”®

4. Ibid., vol. 4, 1979, (no. 2552).
5. Ibid., vol. 4, 1980, (no. 2553).
6. Ibid., vol. 4, 1981, (no. 2556).
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta) reported that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “It is not permissible for a
Muslim to cut off his relations with his brother for
more than three days.”’

5. Refraining from Mutual Grudges and Jealousy
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) répofted that the Prophet (sws)
said: “Neither nurse mutual jealousy nor hatred nor

break mutual relations, and become servants of God
who are brothers to one anothef”®

6. Suspicion, Fault Finding and Oppression

|y U JG oy e &1 o ol Jsy ol 0 ol e

2’" Lo e 3 0.0 - 28 - 2 <
255 R g e (AR e Y e Y LY
Uy i

i

Abu Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Do not break ties, do not nurse mutual

7. Ibid., vol. 4, 1984, (no. 2561).
8. Ibid., vol. 4, 1983, (no. 2559).
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enmity, avoid suspicion, do not bid over the bid of
another person and become servants of God who are
brothers to one another.”’
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Abii Hurayrah (rta)“stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Do not nutse ‘mutual jealousy, do not
bid over the bid of another person, do not nurse
mutual hate and enmity and become servants of God
who are brothers to one another. AoMuslim is the
brother of a Muslim who neither oppresses him nor
disgraces him nor belittles him. [Listen!] Piety is
right here,” [and while saying this] he pointed to his
chest thrice. “It is enough to call a person wicked if
he belittles his Muslim brother. The life, wealth and
honour of a Muslim are forbidden to another
Muslim.”"

f
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9. Ibid., vol. 4, 1985, (no. 2563).
10. Ibid., vol. 4, 1986, (no. 2564).
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Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (rta) reported that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “Refrain from oppression
because oppression is from among [the layers of]
darkness on the Day of Judgement, and refrain from
stinginess because stinginess destroyed those before
you for it roused them to shed blood and make
lawful what was forbidden to them.”"'
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Salim (rta) reported from his father that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “A Muslim is the brother of a
Muslim. He should neither oppress him nor leave
him helpless. He who fulfils the needs of his brother,
God will fulfill his needs, and he who alleviated a
hardship from a Muslim, God will alleviate a
hardship from him from among the hardships of the
Day of Judgement. And he who concealed the faults
of a Muslim, God will conceal his faults on the Day
of Judgement.”"

11. Ibid., vol. 4, 1996, (no. 2578).
12. Ibid., vol. 4, 1996, (no. 2580).
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7. Visiting the Sick
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Thawban (rta) the freed slave of God’s Messenger
(sws) stated that he said: “He who visits the sick is

like a person who remains among the fruit
[orchards] of Paradise until he returns.”"?
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) stated that God/’ s/ Messenger

13. Ibid., vol. 4, 1989, (no. 2568).
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(sws) said: “On the Day of Judgement, God, the
Exalted and Glorious, will say: ‘O Son of Adam! I
was sick but you did not visit Me.” He will reply:
‘My Lord! How could I visit you whereas You are
the Lord of the worlds?” God will say: ‘Did you not
know that such and such servant of Mine was unwell
and you did not visit him and did you not know that
if you had visited him, you would have found Me by
him? O Son of Adam! I asked food from you but
you did not feed Me.” He will reply: ‘My Lord! How
could I feed you whereas You are the Lord of the
worlds?” God will, [next] say: ‘Did you not know
that such and such servant of Mine asked food from
you but you did not feed him, and were you not
aware that if you had fed*him you would have found
its [reward] with Me?’” Goed-will [then] say: ‘O Son
of Adam! I asked water ffom you but you did not
provide Me.” He will reply: ‘My Ttord! How could I
provide you with water whereas”You‘are the Lord of
the worlds?’ [At this,] God will say: ‘Such and such
a servant of Mine asked you for water but you did
not provide him, and had you given him water, you
would have found its [reward] with Me.””'*

8. Sickness brushes away the Sins of Believers
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14. Ibid., vol. 4, 1990, (no. 2569).
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘id (rta) reported: “I [once]
visited God’s Messenger (sws) while he was running
fever. I touched him with my hand and said to him:
‘O Messenger of ‘God! You are running high fever.’
At this, God’s Messenger (sws) replied: ‘Yes. I run
fever equivalent to“two’people among you.” I then
said: ‘Is it because theré”is a double reward for
you?” Thereupon God’s“Meéssenger (sws) replied:
‘Yes.” He then said: ‘When”a Muslim falls ill or is
afflicted with some other [hardship], God sheds his
minor sins the way a tree sheds its leaves.””"

3
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‘A’ishah (rta) said: “I heard God’s Messenger (sws)
as saying: ‘For every calamity that strikes a believer
even if it is the pricking of a thorn, God writes for

him a pious deed [in his account] or one of his sins
is obliterated [from his account because of the

15. Ibid., vol. 4, 1991, (no. 2571).
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patience he shows].””
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Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (rta) reported that God’
Messenger (sws) visited Umm Sa’ib or Umm
Musayyab and said: “Umm Sa’ib or Umm
Musayyab! You ‘are shivering?” She said: “It is
fever and may it not be blessed by God,” whereupon
the Prophet (sws) remarked: ‘Do not curse fever for
it takes away the sins of the_posterity of Adam just
as a furnace cleanses iron 22"

9. Mutual Support and Unity
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Abii Misa (rta) stated that God’s Messenger (Sws)
said: “A believer is like a building in which one
brick supports the other.”'®

16. Ibid., vol. 4, 1992, (no. 2572).
17. Ibid., vol. 4, 1993, (no. 2575).
18. Ibid., vol. 4, 1999, (no. 2585).
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Nu‘man ibn Bashlr (rta) stated that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “The example of believers
with regard to love, mercy and affection between
one another is that of one body; when any of its
limbs aches, the whole body aches because of
sleeplessness and fever.”"”
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Nu‘man ibn Bashir (rta) stated’that‘God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Muslims are like one body of a person;
if the eye aches, the whole body aches, and if the
head aches, the whole body aches.”®

10. Forgiveness

-
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19. Ibid., vol. 4, 2000, (no. 2586).
20. Ibid., vol. 4, 2000, (no. 2586).
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‘A’ishah (rta) said: “God’s Messenger (sws) never
took revenge from anyone for his own self except if
some of God’s limits were violated. So, he would
seek revenge for God.””'

11. Refraining from Backbiting
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Do you know,what is backbiting?” The
companions replied: “God and His Messenger know
best.” Thereupon, the Prophet (sws)said: “Backbiting
implies you talk about your brother»in a manner
which he does not like.” It was asked: “What do you
say if [the fault] I mention is actually found in my
brother?” The Prophet (sws) said: “If it is actually
found [in him] you [are guilty of] backbiting, and if
it is not found in him, then you [are guilty of]
slandering him.”**

21. Abti ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l al-Bukhari, Al-
Jami* al-sahih, 3 ed., vol. 6 (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1987),
2513, (no. 6461).

22. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 4, 2001, (no. 2589).




Selections from Hadith 19

12. Gentleness
G o JB ey e A o e x e
PR
JarTr (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws) said: “He

who is devoid of gentleness is in fact devoid of
goodness.””
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‘A’ishah (rta), the wife “of the Prophet (sws),
reported that God’s Messenger (sws) said:
“ ‘A’ishah! Indeed, God is“gentle and He loves
gentleness and gives [to a person, who shows]
gentleness what He does not give [to a person who
shows] harshness and what He does not give to any
other person.”**
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‘A’ishah (rta), the wife of the Prophet (S\;vs),

23. Ibid., vol. 4, 2003, (no. 2592).
24. 1Ibid., vol. 4, 2003, (no. 2593).
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reported that God’s Messenger (sws) said:
“Whenever gentleness is found in something it
increases its grandeur and when it is taken away
from anything it makes it flawed.”>

13. Refraining from Deception
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that he heard God’s
Messenger (sws) “say: “The worst amongst the
people is he who has“two faces; to some people he
comes with one face and+o others with another.””

14. WhiteLiés
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Humayd ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Awf reported that

his mother Umm Kulthiim bint ‘Ugbah ibn Abi
Mu‘tt (rta), who was amongst the first emigrants
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25. 1Ibid., vol. 4, 2004, (no. 2594).
26. Ibid., vol. 4, 2011, (no. 2604).
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who pledged allegiance to God’s Messenger (sws),
informed him that she heard God’s Messenger (sws)
as saying: “A liar is not one who tries to reconcile
people and speaks good [in order to bring people
together] or he conveys what is good.””’

15. Telling the Truth
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘Gd (rta) stated> that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “It is mandatory upon you to
tell the truth, because truth leads to virtue and virtue
leads to Paradise, and a person who continues to
speak the truth and endeavours to tell the truth and
makes it his objective in life is eventually recorded
as truthful with God. And refrain from lying because
lying leads to vice and vice leads to the Fire [of
Hell], and a person who keeps telling lies and lying

becomes his objective, is eventually recorded as a
liar with God.”**

27.1bid., vol. 4, 2011, (no. 2605).
28. Ibid., vol. 4, 2013, (no. 2607).
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16. Restraining Anger
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Abu Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “A strong person is not the one who
wrestles well but the one who controls himself in
anger.””
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) réports, that a person requested
the Prophet (sws): “Counselome.” He replied: “Do
not be angry.” He repeated-this statement several
times.”’
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Sulayman ibn Surad (rta/) /repo/rted that t;}vo/ persons

abused each other in the presence of God’s
Messenger (sws). It so happened that one of them

29. Ibid., vol. 4, 2014, (no. 2609).
30. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 5, 2267, (no. 5765).
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became very angry and his face became red. The
Messenger of God looked at him and said: “I know
some words which if he were to utter, he would get
rid of his anger; [the words are:] “I seek refuge with
God from Satan, the accursed.”!
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17. Showing Affection
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) ‘teports that al-Aqra‘ ibn Habis
saw the Prophet (sws) kissing [his grandson] al-Hasan
whereupon al-Aqra‘ said: <] haye ten children and I
have never kissed anyone oftcthém,” At this, God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “He whois not affectionate to
others will not be shown affection [from God].”32
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18. Causing Convenience for People
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger

31. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 4, 2015, (no. 2610).
32. Ibid., vol. 4, 1808, (no. 2318).
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(sws) said: “I have seen a person [in a dream]
enjoying himself in Paradise because of the tree that
he chopped from a pathway which was a source of
botheration for people.””
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Abil Barzah (rta) reported: “I said: ‘O Prophet of God!
Teach me something which is beneficial to me.” He

said: ‘Remove things from the paths of the Muslims
which are [a source] of bother [for them].””**

19. Refraining4rom Slander

(,.X_.U‘\_:Lpa\f\)\dl.o |1.‘;.;=:ZLJGJ)£M;JAB\MJC

A D T Ra kel LS YT
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘Gd (rta) reported that
Muhammad (sws) said: “Should I inform you what

slander is? It is tale-carrying which sows dissension
amongst people.” >’

20. Appearance can be Misleading

£
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33. Ibid., vol. 4, 2021, (no. 1914).
34. Ibid., vol. 4, 2021, (no. 2618).
35. Ibid., vol. 4, 2012, (no. 2606).
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Many a person with disheveled hair and
laden with dust who are turned away from the doors
are such that if they swear by God, God will fulfill
their oath.”*

21. Kindness to Neighbours
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Ibn ‘Umar (rta) states that God’s Messenger (Sws)
said: “Gabriel would “eontinue to urge me [to be
kind] towards the neighbour ‘so, much that I thought
as if he would make him an heir fin inheritance].”’
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Abii Dharr (rta) reported that God S Messenger
(sws) said: “O Abu Dharr! When you prepare the
broth, add water to it and [in this way] care for your
neighbour.”**
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36. Ibid., vol. 4, 2024, (no. 2622).
37.Ibid., vol. 4, 2025, (no. 2625).
38. Ibid., vol. 4, 2025, (no. 2625).
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Abii Shurayh (rta) reports that the Prophet (sws) said:
“By God! That person will not be a believer. By God!
That person will not be a believer. By God! That
person will not be a believer.” People asked: “Who O
Messenger of God?” He replied: “A person whose
neighbour is not secure from his mischief.”

22. Cheerful Countenance
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Abii Dharr (rta) stated “the Prophet (sws) said to me:

‘Do not consider anything among good conduct to be

insignificant even if it is [as trivial as},meeting your
brother with a cheerful countenance.”””*’

23. Good and Bad Company
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39. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami® al-sahih, vol. 5, 2240, (no. 5670).
40. Muslim, Al-Jami al-sahih, vol. 4, 2026, (no. 2626).
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Abii Misa (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws) said:
“The example of companionship of a good person
and that of a bad one is that of the owner of musk
and of the one who ignites a furnace. As for the
owner of musk, he will either offer it you free of
charge or you will buy it from him or you will smell
its sweet odour. The one who ignites a furnace [on
the other hand] will either burn your clothes or you
shall have to smell its repulsive odour.”*'

24. BenevolentIreatment of Daughters
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‘A’ishah (rta), the wife of the Prophet (sws), said:
“A woman came to me along with her two
daughters. She then asked me for [charity] but she
found nothing with me except one date. So I gave it
to her. She took it and then [broke it into two parts
and] divided it between her two daughters and did

41. Ibid., vol. 4, 2026, (no. 2628).
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not eat anything from it herself. She then got up and
went out along with her two daughters. [In the
meantime,] God’s Messenger (sws) came to me and
I narrated to him her story. At this, God’s Messenger
(sws) said: ‘He who is even slightly tested through
the upbringing of daughters, and he deals with them
kindly, then this will become a shield for him
against Hell-Fire.””*?
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Anas ibn Malik (rta):stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “He who, breught up two girls till they
reached maturity will ‘come with me on the Day of
Judgement,” and he joined.his:fingers [to show how
near he would be to the Prophet (sws)].43

25. Reward of Patience in Calamities
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said to a woman of the Ansar: “If anyone of
you loses three children and she shows patience

42. Ibid., vol. 4, 2027, (no. 2629).
43. Ibid., vol. 4, 2027, (no. 2631).
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hoping to get reward, she will enter Paradise. At
this, a woman from amongst them said: “Even if
they are two O God’s Messenger!” Thereupon, he
replied: “Even if they are two.”*

26. Insignificance of this World
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) stated that God’s Messenger

(sws) said: “This weérld is a prison for a believer and
Paradise for a disbelicver.”*’

27. Only Good"Deeds Count
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) stated: “Three things follow a deceased [in his
funeral procession], and two of them return and one
remains with him: his family, his wealth and his
deeds follow him; the family and wealth return and
he is left with the deeds [only].”*

44. 1Ibid., vol. 4, 2028, (no. 2632).
45. Ibid., vol. 4, 2272, (no. 2956).
46. Ibid., vol. 4, 2273, (no. 2960).
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28. Wealth is a Trial
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‘Amr ibn ‘Awf (rta) ... reported that God’s
Messenger (sws) 8aid: “... By God! It is not poverty
which I fear for you; however, I fear that you be
given abundance in4yealth the way those before you
were given; then youw” begin to compete with one
another for them as they’didand this may destroy
you as it destroyed them.”*’
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29. Gratitude in Deprivation
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “When anyone of you sees someone who

is blessed with [more] wealth and [better] physique,
he should also see him who has [lesser] wealth and

47.1bid., vol. 4, 2273, (no. 2961).
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physique.”™®

30. Kindness to Widows, Orphans and the Poor
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Abl Hurayrah (rta) stated that the Prophet (sws)
said: “He who strives [to earn and spend] on widows
and the poor is like the one who strives in the cause
of God.”"
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) statedzthas. God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “One who looks after ‘an orphan whether
he is his a relative or not, I and he would be together
in Paradise like this,” and [one of the narrators of
this Hadith:] Malik [explained the gesture of the
Prophet] by drawing his index finger and middle
finger close together.”

31. Refraining from Showing Off
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48. Ibid., vol. 4, 2275, (no. 2963).
49. Ibid., vol. 4, 2286, (no. 2982).
50. Ibid., vol. 4, 2287, (no. 2983).
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‘Abdullah ibn °‘Abbas (rta) stated that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “He who does [good] deeds to
have them publicized, God will publicize his
humiliation [on the Day of Judgement]. And he who
shows off, God will make an example of him.”'
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reports: “I heard God’s

51. Ibid., vol. 4, 2289, (no. 2986).
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Messenger (sws) saying: ‘The first among people
whose fate shall be decided on the Day of Judgement
will be a person who was martyred while fighting.
He will be brought forth and the Almighty will
remind him of His favours. Once the person
remembers them, the Almighty will ask: “What did
you do for Me?” He will reply: “I fought for You
until I embraced martyrdom.” The Almighty will say:
“You have told a lie; you fought so that people would
acknowledge your bravery and that has [already]
taken place.” The Almighty will then order for his
punishment and he will be dragged by his face and
thrown into Hell. And.[then] the person who studied
the Qur’an and taught it:and [also] memorized it. He
will be brought forth“and’the Almighty will remind
him of His favours. Onge“the person remembers
them, the Almighty will ask: “What did you do for
Me?” He will reply: “I studied the@ur’an and taught
it for Your sake.” The Almighty willSay: “You have
told a lie; you studied the Qur’an so that you could
be called a scholar and memorized it so that you
could be called a memorizer and that has [already]
taken place.” The Almighty will then order for his
punishment and he will be dragged by his face and
thrown into Hell. And [then] the person who God
blessed with abundance and gave him all forms of
wealth. He will be brought forth and the Almighty
will remind him of His favours. Once the person
remembers them, the Almighty will ask: “What did
you do for Me?” He will reply: “I spent [my wealth]
in every way that would please You.” The Almighty
will say: “You have told a lie; you did this so that
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you could be called generous and that has [already]
taken place.” The Almighty will then order for his
punishment and he will be dragged by his face and
thrown into Hell.””*

32. Taming the Tongue
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Abii Hurayrah (rta)-reported that he heard God’s
Messenger (sws) aSy,saying: “A servant [of God]
utters words because of;which he sinks into the fire

of Hell farther than the ‘distance between the East
and the West.”™

33. Kindness to Neighbours and Guests
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Abli Shurayh al-Khuza‘l (rta) reported that the
Prophet (sws) said: “He who believes in God and in

52.1bid., vol. 3, 1513, (no. 1905).
53. Ibid., vol. 4, 2290, (no. 2988).
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the Hereafter should show kindness to his
neighbours, respect his guests and say kind words or
remain silent.””*

34. Sound Morals and Conduct
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (rta) reported that God S

Messenger (sws)#~said: “The best among you are
those who are morally sound than others.”
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Abii al-Darda’ (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “On the Day of Judgement, it“will be sound
moral behaviour which will carry most weight in the
scales of a person.”®
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‘A’ishah (rta) said: “I heard God’s Messenger (Sws)
as saying: ‘““A believer achieves the same rank

54. Ibid., vol. 1, 69, (no. 48).

55. Ibid., vol. 4, 1810, (no. 2321).

56. Abu Da’ud Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Sajistani, Sunan,
vol. 4 (Beirut: Dar al-jil, 1992), 253, (no. 4799)
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through sound moral behaviour as can be achieved
through fasts and the night prayers.””’

35. Undue Elevation of the Prophet (sws)
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‘Umar (rta) reports: “I heard the Prophet (sws) say:
‘Do not elevate me from my status the way the
Christians elevated Jesus (sws) [far] above his
status. I am only God’s seryant. So, call me a servant
of God and His Messengér.”>®

36. Advice to Prayerd.eaders
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Abi Huraryah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “When anyone of you leads the prayer
for people he should not prolong the prayer because

there are the weak, the sick and the old among them;
however, when anyone of you prays individually, he

57. Ibid., vol. 4, 252, (no. 4798).
58. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 3, 1271, (no. 3261).
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can prolong the prayer as much as he wants to.””

37. Refraining from Lusting through the Eyes
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Jarir ibn ‘Abdullah (rta) stated: “I asked God’s
Messenger (sws) about the sudden gaze [on a non-
mahram woman]. He told me to turn my eyes

away.”®
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (rta) reports that [once] Fadl
ibn ‘Abbas was sitting behind him [on a camel] when
a lady from the Khath‘am tribe came over. He started
to stare at her and she also stared back. When the
Prophet (sws) saw him, he caught hold of his face and
turned it to the other side.®!

59. Ibid., vol. 1, 248, (no. 671).
60. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 3, 1699, (no. 2159).
61. Ibid., vol. 2, 973, (no. 1334).
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38. Spreading Hearsay
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Hafs ibn ‘Asim (rta) stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “It is enough for a person to be regarded
a liar if he narrates every thing he hears [without
verifying it].”®

39."Some Major Sins
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Abii Bakrah (rta) said: “[Once] we were with God’s
Messenger (sws). He said: ‘Should I not inform you
about the three greatest of the major sins? [They
are:] Associating with God, disobeying parents and
[giving] a false statement or a false testimony.” And
[while he was saying this,] God’s Messenger (sws)
was leaning on a support. He [then] sat [upright] and

continued to repeat these words until we wished that
he become silent.”®

62. Ibid., vol. 1, 10, (no. 5).
63. Ibid., vol. 1, 91, (no. 87).
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40. Kindness to Servants
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta) says that a person came to
the Prophet (sws) and asked him: “O Messenger of
God! How manyz times should we forgive our
servant?” At this, hetemained silent. The question
was repeated to him,and he [still remained] silent.
When he was posed the ‘question a third time, he
replied: “Forgive him seventy times every day.”**

41. Sanctity of Life, Wealth and’Honour
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64. Abii Da’ud, Sunan, vol. 4, 341, (no. 5164).
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta) stated that the Prophet
(sws) [in the sermon of the last hajj] at Mina asked:
“Do you know what day this is?” The companions
replied: “God and the Messenger know.” The Prophet
(sws) remarked: “This is the sacred day. So do you
know which city is this?” The companions replied:
“God and the Messenger know.” The Prophet (sws)
said: “This is the sacred city. Do you know which
month is this?” The companions replied: “God and
the Messenger know.” The Prophet (sws) said: “This
is the sacred month.” He [further] said: “Indeed, God
has made your livés, your wealth, and your honour as
sacred as this day of“yours in this month of yours in
this city of yours.”®

42. Etiquetteof Eating
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‘Umar ibn Abi Salamah (rta) says: “I was an mfant
and was being brought up under [the supervision] of
God’s Messenger (sws) when while eating my hand
would circulate all over the plate. When God’s

Messenger (sws) [saw this,] he remarked: ‘Young
Man! Eat after taking God’s name with the right hand

65. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 5, 2247, (no. 5696).
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from the part of the plate near you.” Consequently,
after this I would eat in this manner.”*

43. Moderation in Preaching
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It is narrated by “Abi Wa’il: “ ‘Ammar (rta)
delivered a sermonztocus that was very brief and
concise. When he deScended [from the pulpit] we
said: ‘O Abii al-Yaqzan! Youowere concise and brief
in your speech. We wish thatyou had gone into
details.” At his, he said: ‘I heard ‘God’s Messenger
(sws) saying: “The lengthening of a person’s prayer
and the shortness of his sermon is a sign of his
wisdom. So, increase [the time of] your prayer and
decrease [the time of] your speech. Indeed, some
sermons are [as potent as] magic.”””%’
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66. Ibid., vol. 5, 2056, (no. 5061).
67. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 2, 594, (no. 869).
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It is narrated by Abti Wa’il that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad
(rta) would instruct and remind people [about religion]
every Thursday. A person from among them said: “O
Abi ‘Abd al-Rahman, I want you to remind us every
day.” He replied: “I don’t do this lest it may be
burdensome on you. I remind you at intervals the way
the Prophet (sws) used to remind us at intervals lest we
may become fed-up.”®®

44. Refraining from Arrogance
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td (rta) reported that the Prophet
(sws) said: “A person in whose heart is the slightest
trace of arrogance will not enter Paradise.” A person
asked: “A person likes that his clothes be nice and his
shoes [also] be nice. [Is this not arrogance?]” The
Prophet (sws) replied: “God is beautiful and likes
what is beautiful. Arrogance [actually means]
denying the truth and regarding people to be
inferior.”®

68. Al-Bukhart, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1, 39, (no. 70).
69. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 1, 93, (no. 91).
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45. The Sweetness of Faith
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “He who has three qualities will acquire the
sweetness of faith?;‘God and His Messenger become
dearer to him than ‘the rest; he loves people only
because of God; he dislikes returning to disbelief the

way he dislikes being casf’into Hell.””

46. Blessings of a Thorough Wudii
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‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (rta) stated that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “A person who does wudii in
a thorough manner, his sins will leave his body to
the extent that they will even depart from under his
fingernails.””'

70. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1, 14, (no. 16).
71. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1, 216, (no. 245).
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47. Importance of the Prayer
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad (rta) stated: “I asked the
Prophet (sws): ‘Which deed is liked best by God?’
The Prophet (sws) replied: ‘The prayer offered at its
time.” [I then] asked: ‘After that?” He replied:
‘Kindness to parents.” [I then] asked: ‘After that?’
He replied: ‘“Waging fihdd for the cause of God.””"
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48. The Prayer, Erases Sins
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reports that he heard God’s

Messenger (sws) saying: “Consider the fact that if
there is a stream flowing near the door of anyone of
you in which he bathes five times every day; can any
trace of dirt remain on him?” They replied: “No
trace of dirt will remain.” The Prophet (sws)

72. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 1, 197, (no. 504).
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[thereupon] said: “This is the example of five
prayers. God erases sins through them [in a similar
manner.]””?

49. Importance of the Tahajjud Time
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Abil Hurayrah (rtayzeported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “The Almighty, descends on the lower
sky every night when the>last, one-third part [of it]
remains and says: ‘Who is“théte to invoke Me so
that I may answer his invocations; who is there to
ask Me so that I may give to him; who is there to
seek forgiveness from Me so that I may forgive
him.””"*

50. Reward of the Congregational Prayer
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar /(rta) reported that God’s

73. Ibid., vol. 1, 197, (no. 505).
74. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 1, 521, (no. 758).
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Messenger (sws) said: “The reward of praying in
congregation is twenty seven times that of praying
alone.””

51. The Best Prayer
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Jabir (rta) reported that God’s Messenger (sws) said:

“The best prayer,s one in which [a person] stands
for a long period.””

52. Blessings'of Fasting
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Every deed of the son of Adam will
fetch ten times to seven hundred times reward except
the fast. This is because he fasted for Me and I
[only] will reward him. He left his carnal desire and

75. Ibid., vol. 1, 450, (no. 650).
76. Ibid., vol. 1, 520, (no. 756).
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eating only for My sake. There are two occasions of
happiness for a person who fasts: one when he
breaks his fast and the other when he meets his Lord.
And the smell of the mouth of a person who fasts is
more pleasant to God than musk.””’

53. Optional Monthly Fasts
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Mu‘adhah al-‘Adwiyyah-asked ‘A’ishah (rta), wife
of the Prophet (sws): “DidGod’s Messenger (sws)
fast for three days every month?” She replied:
“Yes.” I [then] asked: “Which days~of the month
would he fast?” She replied: “He would not be
specific in this regard and would fast whichever
[three] days he wanted to.””®

54. Kindness to Wives
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77.1bid., vol. 2, 807, (no. 1151).
78. Ibid., vol. 2, 818, (no. 1160).
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Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (rta) reports — that God’s
Messenger (sws) delivered the sermon in the last
hajj and said: “Fear God about your wives [that you
do not commit any excess against them] because you
have acquired them with God’s protection and have
legalized sexual relations with them because of a
word of God ... It is your responsibility to provide
them with maintenance and residence according to
the norms [of the society].”79
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) stated “that”God’s Messenger
(sws) said “A believing husband should not hate a

believing wife. If he dislikes one habit’of hers, there
may be other [habits] he which he likes.”*

55. Taking the Initiative in Salutations
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “The young should say salam to the elder, the

79. Ibid., vol. 2, 889-890, (no. 1218).
80. Ibid., vol. 2, 1091, (no. 1469).
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one who walks should say salam to the one who sits
and the smaller crowd should say saldm to the
bigger one.”®

56. The Etiquette of Sneezing
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Abili Hurayrah (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “When anyone -of you sneezes, he should say:
A 25 and if his Beother or companion hears these
words, he should reply~by”saying & L2 And
when he says 4, 25", thé[fitst person] should say:

S laly & ~S.% (may Allah“guide you and keep
you well.)"* i

57. Personal Hygiene
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81. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 5, 2301, (no. 5877).
82. Gratitude is for God.

83. May God have mercy on you!

84. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 5, 2298, (no. 5870).
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reports: “I heard the Prophet
(sws) say: ‘Five things are from among [the norms
of] human nature: circumcision, shaving the pubes,
clipping the moustache, paring fingernails and
removing hair under the armpits.””*’
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Had it not been for the fact that this
would burden my, ummah, 1 would have directed
them to clean their teéth before every prayer.”*

58. The Real‘Contest
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) said that God’s Messenger

(sws) stated: “Paradise is encircled with hardships
and Hell is encircled with desires.”®’

59. Sympathy
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85. Ibid., vol. 5, 2209, (no. 5552).
86. Ibid., vol. 6, 2645, (no. 6813).
87. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 4, 2174, (no. 2822).
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Abii Qatadah (rta) reported: “... I heard God’s
Messenger (sws) as saying: “He who likes that God
deliver a person from the suffering of the Day of
Judgement should give respite to a poor borrower or
reduce the burden of loan from him.”*

60. Cleanliness
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Abt Malik al-Ash‘arT (rta), stated that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “Cleanliness is part of
faith.”"

61. What can be done for a Deceased?
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “When a person dies, his deeds [that

88. Ibid., vol. 3, 1196, (no. 1563).
89. Ibid., vol. 1, 203, (no. 223).
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benefit him] end except three: an abiding [work of]
charity [that he initiated], useful knowledge [that he
left behind] and pious children who pray for him.”*

62. Helping the Oppressor
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) ‘stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Help yotr, brother whether he is the
oppressor or the oppressedi’’ A person thereupon
said: “I can help him if he7s oppressed but please
tell me how can I help him if he 1§ the oppressor?”
The Messenger (sws) replied: “Stop him from
oppression. This is how you can help him.””"

63. The True Believer!
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “No one among you can be a true believer

90. Ibid., vol. 3, 1255, (no. 1631).
91. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 6, 2550, (no. 6552).
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unless he likes for his brother what he likes for
himself.”**
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Jabir (rta) states: “I heard the Prophet (sws) say: ‘A

[true] Muslim is one from whose tongue and hands
other Muslims are secure.’”

64. Beware of the Pleading of the Oppressed
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Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (rta) reportsthat when the
Prophet (sws) sent Mu‘adh ibn Jabal (fta) to Yemen
[as its administrator] he said: “Beware of the

pleading of an oppressed person because there is no
obstruction between it and God.”**

65. Some Treasured Traits
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92. Ibid., vol. 1, 14, (no. 13).
93. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 1, 65, (no. 41).
94. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 2, 864, (no. 2316).
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Abii Sa‘ld al-Khudri (rta) reported: “Some people
from the Ansar asked [for charity] from God’s
Messenger (sws). So, he gave it to them. They again
asked and he again obliged until he was left with
nothing. So, he sajd: ‘Whatever is with me of wealth
I did not withhold“from you. So, he who wants to
become chaste, God“syill make him chaste; and he
who showed contentment, God will grant him
wealth and he who asks>fof’patience from God, God
will grant him patience andno’person can be given a
grant better and bigger than patience.”

66. Repentance
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) stated that God’s Messenger

(sws) said: “The Almighty is more pleased with the
repentance of a servant than anyone of you who

95. Ibid., vol. 2, 534, (no. 1400).
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suddenly found his camel he had lost in a desert.”*®
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Abii Miisa Ash‘art (rta) reported that the Prophet
(sws) said: “God, the Powerful, the Mighty, spreads
His hands at night so that a person who has sinned in
the day returns [to Him] and [also] spreads His hand
in the day so that a person who has sinned in the
night returns [to Him] until the sun rises from the
West [on the Day of Judgement.]™’
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‘Abdullah ibn/ ‘Umar (rta) statéd, that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “O People! Seek repentance

from God. Thus, I seek repentance [from Him] a
hundred times every day.”®

67. Honesty in Selling Goods
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96. Ibid., vol. 5, 2325, (no. 5950).
97. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 4, 2113, (no. 2759).
98. Ibid., vol. 4, 2075, (no. 2702).
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that [once] God’s
Messenger (sws) passed by a pile of grain and he
inserted his hand in it. His fingers could feel
wetness, whereupon he said: “O you owner of this
grain! What is this?” He replied: “It rained on this
pile O Messenger of God!” He said: “Why did you
not place this wet grain on the top so that people
could have seen it;’he who deceives [others] has no
relation with me.””

68. Whispering’in @ Gathering
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas* ud (rta) stated that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “When there are three of you,
two of them should not whisper leaving aside the
third because this will aggrieve him.”'”

69. Blessings of Guiding Others
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99. Tbid., vol. 1, 99, (no. 102).
100. Tbid., vol. 4, 1718, (no. 2184).
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Abli Mas‘dd al-Ansari (rta) stated: ... God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “A person who guided
someone to a good deed will get the same reward as

the person who did this good deed.”'""

70. Best Charity
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Abu Hurayrah (rta) stated, thit, a person came to
God’s Messenger (sws) and asked; ‘O Messenger of
God! Which charity is the best?? At‘this, he replied:
“That you give in charity whilst you are hale and
hearty, covet wealth, have fear of poverty and also
have hope for more wealth. Do not delay this charity
until when your soul reaches your collar bone [at the
time of death and then] you say: ‘for such and such,
there is this [amount] and for such and such [this
amount]. Now it already belongs to such and
such.””'”
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101. Tbid., vol. 3, 1506, (no. 1893).
102. Tbid., vol. 2, 716, (no. 1032).
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “The best charity is that after giving
which a person does not end up poor and begin with
those who are your financial obligation.”'”

71. Charity not accepted from Illegal Money
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta) said: “I heard God’s

Messenger (sws) sayz, ' ..>-Charity given from money
[earned] illegally will net be ::1ccepted.”’104

72. Acts of Virtue are Charity
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103. Al-Bukhart, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 5, 2048, (no. 5041).
104. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 1, 204, (no. 224).
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Abii Miisa al-Ash‘arT (rta) reported that the Prophet
(sws) said: “Charity is obligatory on every Muslim.”
It was asked: “What should be done if he does not
have anything?” The Prophet (sws) replied: “He
should use his hands and benefit his soul and do
charity.” It was asked: “What if he does not have the
capacity?” The Prophet (sws) replied: “He should
help a distressed needy person.” It was asked: “What
if he does have the capacity to do this?” The Prophet
(sws) replied: “He should advise others to virtue.” It
was asked: “What if he is not able to do this?” The
Prophet (sws) replied: “He should abstain from evil.
This is [also] charity.”105
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Abii Huraryah (rta) reports that Muhammad (sws)
said: “At the rising of the sun, charity becomes
obligatory on every joint of a Muslim. If he decides
between two people with justice, this is charity; if he
helps a person in his conveyance by lifting up that
person or his provisions on it, then this is charity;

105. Ibid., vol. 2, 699, (no. 1008).
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good words are charity; every step taken to go for
offering the prayer is charity; removing harmful
things from a path is also charity.”'*

73. Spending on the Family
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Abii Mas‘ld al-Badriy (rta) reported that the Prophet
(sws) said: “When, a person spends on his family and
he hopes for its reward, then this will be [an act] of
charity for him.”'"’

74. Remembering God
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Abii Misa al-Ash‘ar1 (rta) stated that the Prophet
(sws) said: “The example of the person who keeps
God in remembrance and the one who does not is
that of a living person and a dead one.”'®

106. Ibid., vol. 2, 699, (no. 1009).
107. Ibid., vol. 2, 695, (no. 1002).
108. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 5, 2353, (no. 6044).
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75. How to Live in this Temporary World
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‘Abdullah 1bn ‘Umar (rta) sald “God’ Messenger

(sws) held my shoulder and said: ‘Live in this world
as a stranger or as a traveler.””'”

76. The Path to Paradise
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Sahl ibn Sa‘d (rta) reported;that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “He who assuredune the protection of his
tongue and private parts, I will assure him [a place

. . 110
in] Paradise.”
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Abli Hurayrah (rta) stated that God’s Méssenger
(sws) said: “You cannot go into Paradise until you

believe [in the truth] and you cannot believe [so]
until you mutually love one another. Should I not

109. Ibid., vol. 5, 2358, (no. 6053).
110. Ibid., vol. 5, 2376, (no. 6109).
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tell you a strategy which if you adopt you will start
loving one another: ‘spread salam among your
selves.””'!!
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) would say salam to the children
when he passed by them and said that the Prophet
(sws) would do this.'"?

77.Avoiding Fame
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Sa‘d ibn Abl Waqqas (rta) repotted: “... 1 heard

God’s Messenger (sws) say: ‘Indeed?God loves the
person who is pious, contented and un-known.””'"?

78. Wealth of a Person
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111. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1. 74, (no. 54).
112. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 5, 2306, (no. 5893).
113. Muslim, Al-Jami al-sahih, vol. 4. 2277, (no. 2965).
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “A person says: ‘My wealth! My
wealth!” His wealth actually has three portions: what
he consumed was finished, what he wore became
worn out and what he gave in charity, he collected
[with God]. Whatever remains is going to vanish
and he will leave it for people.”'"*

79. Persistence in Supplicating
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Abu Hurayrah (rta) reported from the Prophet (sws)
that he said: “The supplication of a person is always
accepted [by God] if he does not supplicate about a
sin or severing blood relationships as long as he does
not become hasty.” It was asked: “O Messenger of
God! What do you mean by hastiness?” He replied:
“A person says: ‘I have supplicated enough and
think that it will be not accepted,” so he gets tired at
this and stops supplicating.”'"

114. Tbid., vol. 4, 2273, (no. 2959).
115. Tbid., vol. 4, 2096, (no. 2735).
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80. Essence of Religion
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Tamim al-Dar1 (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “Religion is well-wishing for God, for His

Book, for His Messenger, for the rulers of the
Muslims and for their common masses.”' '

81. Contentment
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr al-‘As (rt4) féported that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “He succe€edéd, who accepted
faith and was given livelihood according to his basic

needs and God gave him contentment on this
livelihood.”""’

82. Hiding the Secrets of the Spouse
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116. Tbid., vol. 1, 74, (no. 55).
117. Ibid., vol. 2, 730, (no. 1054).
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Abii Sa‘ld al-KhudrT (rta) says that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “The most evil of people in the sight of
God on the Day of Judgement with regard to his
status is the man who is intimate with his wife and
she is intimate with him and then he reveals her
secrets.”''®

83. Greed for Public Office
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‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Samurah’;(rta) stated: God’s
Messenger (sws) said to me: “¢Abd al-Rahman! Do
not seek public office. If it is grantedto you because
of your desire you shall be consigned to it, and if it
is granted to you without your desire, you shall be
helped.”'"

84. Reacting on Badly Cooked Food
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118. Tbid., vol. 2, 1060, (no. 1437).
119. Tbid., vol. 3, 1273, (no. 1652).
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Abu Hurayrah (rta) said: “God’s Messenger (sws)
never criticized food. If he desired to eat something,
he would eat it and if he did not like something, he
would not eat it.”'*

85. Gracious Accommodation of Human Error
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‘Amr ibn al-‘As (rtay,reports that he heard God’s
Messenger (sws) sayZ; Ifca ruler passes a judgement
and tries his best to arrive, at the truth and then
succeeds, he will be entitled tostwo units of reward,
and if a ruler passes a judgenment“and tries his best to
arrive at the truth but does not succeed, he will still
be given a unit of reward.”"'

86. Abstaining from the Ambiguous

e B o U6 B ws B oy mid o OLD e

z ;-
£ 0 o - - ok ~48

\_ﬁg&\;}\wjﬂj\oﬁ;\u{oxfffg\wwwu

120. Ibid., vol. 3, 1632, (no. 2064).
121. Ibid., vol. 3, 1342, (no. 1716).
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Nu‘man ibn Bashir (rta) stated that the Prophet (sws)
said: “What is not prohibited is clear and what is
prohibited is [also] clear. In between the two are
ambiguous matters. So, he who abstained from
ambiguous sins will even more abstain from clear
sins. He who is bold enough to commit ambiguous
sins is more likely to fall into clear sins. And sins are
prohibited areas of God. An animal which grazes at
the borders of these areas is likely to enter into
them.”'?

87. The Real Criteria before God
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Abli Hurayrah (rta) stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Indeed, God does not look at your
appearance and wealth; He, in fact, looks at your
hearts and your deeds.”'*

122. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 2, 723, (no. 1946).
123. Muslim. Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 4, 1987, (no. 2564).
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88. Two Enviable Persons
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘dd (rta) says that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “Only two people are worthy
of envy: a person whom God has given wealth and
he went about spending it for the cause of the truth
and a person whom, God blessed with wisdom and
he decided [the affairs of people] through it and

taught it [to them].” "

89. Becoming a High“Achiever
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Abi Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) [once] said: “Should I not guide you to that
through which God erases sins and increases the
status [of a person]?” The companions said: “Why
not, O Messenger of God!” [At this,] he remarked:

124. Ibid., vol. 1, 559, (no. 816).
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“Doing wudii in a thorough manner in difficult
circumstances, abundant footsteps to the mosque and
waiting [in the mosque] for the [next] prayer after
[offering] the prayer; this [wait] is called rzbat125 »126

90. Attentiveness in Reading the Qur’an
e 3 Aol Jsey J6 JB T J5d ol w0 e

| g 4 e 1305 2SS 6wl L DT 15 31 ey
Jundab ibn ‘Abdullah (rta) stated that God’s
Messenger (sws) said: “Read the Qur’an as long as
your hearts are inclined to it; when you feel
disinterested in it, move away.”127

91. Patience and Gratitude
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Suhayb (rta) stated that God’s Messenger (sws) said:
“Amazing is the matter of a believer. All his affairs

are well and this [feature] is for none but a believer:
if good circumstances befall him, he is grateful and

125. Ie., its reward is equivalent to surveillance of border
areas in a jihad. (Translator)

126. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1, 219, (no. 251).

127. Ibid., vol. 4, 2053, (no. 2667).
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this is well for him and if hardships befall him, he is
patient; so, this [also] is well for him.”'**

92. Persistence in Righteous Deeds

w«»suu«uww;@ @uww )wLoJo
Jﬂd&;d@&éwb@ﬁ!@\wﬂ,ﬁ\ér@}
Oy 155 e ot 5 Al 0 Osaf L JUST) e 1pik

PO Al ade 23 Ll 4y Rl 5T 0 s
‘A’ishah (rta) said: *God’s Messenger (sws) would
fast the most in theZzmonth of Sha‘ban from [among
all the months of] thé”year, and would say: “Select
deeds and activities for“which you have strength
because God will never get tiredy.only you will,” and
would also say: “The deedomost liked by the

Almighty is the one that a person dogs persistently
even though it is small [in magnitude].”"*

93. Six Mutual Rights of Muslims
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128. Ibid., vol. 4, 2295, (no. 2999).
129. Ibid., vol. 1, 540, (no. 782).
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Abil Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “A Muslim has six rights on a fellow
Muslim.” The companions asked: “What are they, O
Messenger of God?” He replied: “When you meet
him, say salam to him; when he invites you, accept
this invitation; when he asks for your advice, advise
him; when he sneezes and thanks God [on this], you
pray that God has mercy on him; when he falls sick,
visit him; when he dies, follow his [funeral
procession.]”"**

94. Exemplary, Conduct of a Borrower
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that a person came to
the Prophet (sws) and demanded back [the camel]
borrowed from him by the Prophet (sws)] and spoke
harshly. At this, the companions were about to grab
him when God’s Messenger (sws) said: “Let him be
because he who has a right [on someone, also] has
the right to express his demand.” The Prophet (sws)

130. Ibid., vol. 4, 1705, (no. 2162).
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then told the companions: “Give him back a camel
of the same age as the one [he had lent].” They
replied: “We do not find a camel but one that is
older to this.” The Prophet (sws) replied: “Give it to
him because the best of you are those who return a
debt in a befitting manner.”"'

95. Hopelessness and Frustration
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) report€d that the Prophet (sws)
said: “No one among you should desire death if
some suffering afflicts him. And if“he cannot but
help do something, he should say: ‘God! Grant me

life as long as life is better for me and give me death
when death is better for me.”'*

96. A Wise Muslim
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131. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 2, 809, (no. 2183).
132. Ibid., vol. 5, 2146, (no. 5347).
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Abu Hurayrah (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “A believer is not bitten from the same hole
twice.”'®

97. Decency in Conversation
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Anas ibn Malik (tta) stated: “God’s Prophet (sws)
would not abuse, talk:lewd or curse; when angry he
would say to one of,usy:What has overcome him;
may his forehead be covered in dust'**.””'*

98. God’s Graciousness
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Abil Hurayrah (rta) stated that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “A person who resolved to do a virtue

133. Ibid., vol. 5, 2271, (no. 5782).

134. In classical Arabic, this is a very affectionate phrase
expressing mild anger. (Translator)

135. Ibid., vol. 5, 2243, (no. 5684).




Selections from Hadith 74

but could not do it, its reward will be written down
for him; a person who resolved to do a virtue and
was able to do it, its reward ranging from ten to
seven hundred times [the weight of the virtue] will
be written down for him and a person who attempted
to do a vice and was not able to do it, it is not written
[in his account], and if he does it, it is written in his
account.”"®

99. Fasting recommended for Bachelors
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad (rta) “stated that God’s
Messenger (sws) said to us: “OzYoung Men! Those
among you who have the means “should marry
because it is the best way to restrain the eyes and
control sexual desires. But he who does not have the

means should fast because it helps in restraining this
desire.”"’

100. Inter-Gender Imitation
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136. Muslim, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 1, 118, (no. 130).
137. Ibid., vol. 2, 1018, (no. 1400).
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (rta) said: “God’s Messenger
(sws) cursed men who assume the appearance of

women and cursed women who assume the
appearance of men.”'*®

101. True Richness
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) stated, that the Prophet (sws)
said: “Richness does notrcome from abundance in
assets; [In reality,] rich is“a.peérson who is rich at
heart.”'¥

102. Giving is better than Begging
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta) reported that [once when]

138. Al-Bukhart, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 5, 2207, (no. 5546).
139. Ibid., vol. 5, 2368, (no. 6081).
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on the pulpit God’s Messenger (sws) mentioned
about charity, abstention from beggary and that the
upper hand is better than the lower one. The upper
hand is the one which gives and the lower is the one
which asks.'*’

103. Avoiding Superstitions
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Abi Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Whateversblessings God sends down
from the heavens there is“always a group of people
that becomes its rejecter [suchythat] God sends down
rain and they say that it is becatuseof such and such
a star.”""!

104. Taking Back Gifts is Detestable
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (rta) stated that the Prophet
(sws) said: “A person who takes back his gift is like
a dog who throws up and then licks what he has

140. Ibid., vol. 2, 519, (no. 1362).
141. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1, 84, (no. 72).
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thrown up.” '**

105. Selecting a Spouse
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Abu Hurayrah (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “A woman , is married for four reasons: her

wealth, her statusizher beauty and her religiosity.
Select the one who isreligious.”'*

106. Asserting'a Supplication
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Abu Huraryrah (rta) stated that the Prophet (sws)
said: “When anyone of you supplicates, he should
not say: ‘God! If You want, forgive me, if You want,
have mercy on me.” He should assert himself while
asking from God because God will do what He
wants. No one can force Him.”'*

142. Al-Bukhart, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 2, 915, (no. 2449).
143. Ibid., vol. 5, 1958, (no. 4802).
144. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 4, 2063, (no. 2679).
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107. Conduct of Sitting on Pathways
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Abii Sa‘ld al-KhudrT (rta) reported that the Prophet
(sws) said: “Refrain“from sitting on pathways.” The
companions said: “Weé&zhave no option but to sit on
pathways because we sit and chat with one another.”
God’s Messenger (sws) said5If you have no option,
then fulfill your obligation“tOwards the pathways.”
The companions asked: “What i$ this obligation?”
He replied: “Guarding the gaze; removing harmful
[things], responding to salam, urging people to
virtue and stopping them from vice.”'*’

108. Refraining from Abusing the Dead
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‘A’ishah (rta) stated that the Prophet (sws) said: “Do
not abuse the dead because they have received what

145. Ibid., vol. 3, 1675, (no. 2121).
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they sent forward.” '*°

109. Who are the Poor in Reality?
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Do you know“whoyis poor [among us]?”
The companions replied: “A“poor, person among us
is one who is penniless and is without provisions. At
this, the Prophet (sws) remarked: “The poor of my
ummah is one who would come on the Day of
Judgement with prayers, fasts and zakah but he
would have abused some person and falsely accused
another of fornication, devoured the wealth of a
person and shed the blood of another and beat up
another. Then one good deed after another will be
given from his account and given [to the one he had
oppressed]. If these good deeds will fall short to pay
back what he was liable for, the sins of those he had
oppressed will be taken and credited into his account

146. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1, 470, (no. 1329).
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and then he will be thrown into the Fire [of Hell].”147

110. Humility
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‘Iyad ibn Himar (rta) said: “[Once] God’s
Messenger (sws) delivered a sermon to us and said:
‘God has revealed,to me that you should show
humility so that no, 6ne should express superiority

over another and no, 6ne should commit excess
against another.””'*®
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) reported that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “Charity does not in any way decrease
wealth and the person who forgives, God increases
his respect, and each person who shows humility for
God, God elevates his status.”'®

147. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 4, 1997, (no. 2581).
148. Ibid., vol. 4, 2198, (no. 2865).
149. Ibid., vol. 4, 2001, (no. 2588).
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111. Seven Blessed People
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Abtl Hurayrah (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “God will provide shade to seven people on the
day when none can provide shade except He. [They
are:] a just ruler, a young person who grew up while
worshipping God, a person whose heart always
remained in the mosque, two individuals who loved
one another for God so much so that they stayed
together because of it and left one another because
of it, a person who was tempted by a lady of status
and beauty and he [on the contrary replied:] ‘I fear
God,” a person who gave in charity secretly such
that his right hand did not know what the left had
spent and a person who remembered God when he
was alone and his eyes become watery.”"™"

150. Ibid., vol. 2, 715, (no. 1031).
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112. Avoiding Allegations
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) reported that [once] the Prophet
(sws) was with one of his wives when a person
passed by him. So’the Prophet (sws) called him over.
The person came to"him. At this, the Prophet (sws)
said: “O you! This 45, my such and such wife.” The
person then replied: “OMessenger of God! Who am
I to think in this way? How, can I think about you in
such a manner?” At this, God’ s’Messenger replied:

“Indeed, Satan is found in a perSon‘like the blood that
circulates [in his body].”15 !

113. Responsibility of the Rulers
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Ma‘qil (rta) reports: “I heard God’s Messenger (sws)
say: ‘A person who is made the ruler of the Muslims

151. Ibid., vol. 4, 1712, (no. 2174).
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neither strives [for their welfare] nor wishes well for
them will never enter Paradise with them.”"*

114. Obedience to Rulers
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Abii Hurayrah (rta) stated that God’ Messenger
(sws) said: “It is obligatory upon you to listen to and
to obey [your rulers] whether you are in difficulty or

in comfort, whether willingly or unwillingly and
even when you do not feceive what is your right.”'*®
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta) reported that the Prophet
(sws) said: “It is obligatory upon a Muslim to listen
and to obey [his rulers] whether he likes it or not,
except when he is ordered to commit a sin. If he is
ordered so, he should neither listen nor obey.”15 4
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152. Ibid., vol. 1, 126, (no. 142).
153. Ibid., vol. 3, 1467, (no. 1836).
154. Ibid., vol. 3, 1469, (no. 1839).
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Anas ibn Malik (rta) reported from the Prophet (sws):
“Listen and obey even if an Abyssinian slave whose
head is like a raisin is made your ruler.”
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (rta) reported that the Prophet
(sws) said: “He who,sees something despicable in his
ruler should tolerate it;because he who even slightly
disassociates himselffrom the state authority and dies
in this condition shall die the death of jahiliyyah.”"®

115. Concealing the Faults ‘of Others
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Abtl Hurayrah (rta) reported that the Prophet (sws)
said: “On the Day of Judgement, God will conceal
the faults of that person who conceals the faults of
others in this world.”"”’

155. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 1, 246, (no. 661).
156. Ibid., vol. 6, 2588, (no. 6646).
157. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahih, vol. 4, 2002, (no. 2590).
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116. Twelve Supplications of the Prophet (sws)
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O God! I have consigned myself to You and submitted
my affairs to You and rested my back against You
while fearing Your“might and while moving towards
You with fondness. There is no refuge and resting
place after running away“from You, and if ever there
is, then it is with You. Lord}, I professed faith in the
Book that You have revealed-and professed faith in the
Prophet whom You have sent a§:a Messenger.'™

(i)

Jcl.p\jwcu,bw J\G&Jw}j&)&;;ﬁm
O God! I am hopeful of Your mercy. Please do not
consign me to my base desires for even a moment

and reform all my affairs. Lord! There is no deity
except You."”

158. Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 1, 97, (no. 244). On
the authority of al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib (rta).

159 Abu Da’ud, Sunan, vol. 4, 324 (no. 5090). On the
authority of Abii Bakrah (rta).
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O God! I am Your servant, the son of Your male
servant and maid Servant. My forehead is in Your
hands. Your commands are implemented on me.
Your decision about me 1s’correct. By means of every
name of Yours by which"¥owhave called Yourself or
revealed in Your Book orztaught to any of Your
creations or adopted in knowledgezspecific to You, I
request You to make the Qur’an‘the ‘season of spring
for my heart, the radiance of my chest, the remedy of
my sorrow and the solution of my difficulties.'®

(iv)
&};;’J\} /LSJ’ Iy };J@ /;;;;,J\’) ) uﬁ u\, 5460 @‘ Hru‘
JE0 Eley A d”ﬁ el

O God! T seek refuge with You from sorrow,

160 Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 1 (Cairo: Mu’assasah
al-Qurtubah, n.d.), 391, (no. 3712). On the authority of
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (rta).
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distress, meekness, laziness, stinginess, cowardice,
and from the burden of debt and from the dominance
of people.''

(v)
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O God! I seek goodness ‘through Your knowledge
and through Your might [Tseek strength, and I
request from You Your great blessings, because You
have the might and I do not have the might. You
know everything and I do not know, and You have
knowledge of the unseen. God! If in Your
knowledge this action [which I intend to do] is better
with regard to my religion, my life and my fate, then
destine it for me and make it easy for me and then
add blessings to it for me. God! In Your knowledge
if this action is evil for me, for my religion and for
my fate, then turn it away from me and [God!]
whatever is better for me, ordain that for me

161 Al-Bukhari, Al-Jami* al-sahih, vol. 3, 1059, (no. 2736).
On the authority of Anas ibn Malik (rta).
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wherever it is, and then make me satisfied with it 10
(vi)
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Gratitude is for God alone who gave us life after
death and one day towards Him shall be the return.'®®

(vii)
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O God! I have wronged my soul a lot and none
except You can forgive”my sins. So forgive me
through Your compassion, and have mercy on, me.
Indeed, You are Forgiving and Ever Merciful.'

(viii)
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162. Ibid., vol. 1, 391, (no. 1109). On the authority of Jabir
ibn ‘Abdullah (rta).

163. Ibid., vol. 5, 2326, (no. 5953). On the authority of
Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman (rta).

164. Ibid., vol. 1, 286, (no. 799). On the authority of Abi
Bakr al-Siddiq (rta).
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O God! Through the help of Your knowledge of the
unknown and Your might over Your Creation give
me life till the time You deem it appropriate for me,
and give me deatl¥when You deem it appropriate for
me. O God! And I"seek humility towards You in
open and in privaté; and want to be guided to the
truth in happiness and“in sorrow and request You to
make me a moderate persofizbetween poverty and
affluence and want a blessing which will never end
and the contentment of the eyes“vhich will never
cease, and seek the courage to be happy at Your
decisions and seek the serenity of life after death,
and seek from You the fondness of meeting You and
the joy of seeing You in a manner that I do not
remain in hardships which are harmful and in a trial
which leads [a person] astray. O God! Please grant
us the grace of faith, and make us such that we
ourselves remain among the guided and are a source
of providing guidance to others.'®

165. Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb al-Nasa’i,
Sunan, ond ed., vol. 3 (Halab: Maktab al-matbii‘at al-islamiyyah,
1986.), 54, (no. 1305). On the authority of ‘Ammar ibn Yasir
(rta).
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(ix)
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Glory be to He,Who has made this [means of]
transport subservient to us otherwise we would not
have been able to make, it subservient to us, and in
indeed we are to retur toour Lord. O God! We ask
from You piety and virtue<in this journey of ours
and ask from You [to make“ns do] deeds which
please You. Lord! Make this”journey of ours easy
for us and shorten its length. O God! You are the
companion in this journey and the guardian for the
family left behind. O God! I seek refuge with You
from the hardships of this journey and from any evil
sight that I may see and from any evil which may
await me when I return to my family and my
wealth.'®

166. Muslim, Al-Jami*‘ al-sahih, vol. 2, 978, (no. 1342). On
the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (rta).
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(x)
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O God! Wash my sins with water of snow and hail
and cleanse my heart of sins the way a white cloth is
cleansed of dirt and distance me from my sins the
way you have distanced the East and the West from
one another.'?’

(xi)
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O God! T seek refuge with You from knowledge
which is not beneficial, from the heart which is
devoid of humility, from the soul whose [greed] is
never quenched and from the supplication which is
never accepted.'®®

(xii)
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167. Ibid., vol. 4, 2078, (no. 2704). On the authority of
‘A’ishah (rta)

168. Ibid., vol. 4, 2088, (no. 2722). On the authority of Zayd
ibn Arqam (rta).
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O God! Forgive my mistakes and foolishness and
my excesses I commit in my affairs and all those
things which You are more aware of than me. O
God! Forgive whatever I have done with seriousness
and whatever I have done in jest, whatever I have
done intentionallyZand whatever 1 have done un-
intentionally. All this?is from me. O God! Forgive
whatever I have sent forward and whatever I have
left behind and whateyver>] have concealed and
whatever 1 have done openlyand that also which
You know more than me. It 1§, You Who sends
forward and it is You Who relegates backwards and
You have power over all things.'®”

169. Ibid., vol. 4, 2087, (no. 2719). On the authority of Abi
Musa al-Ash‘arT (rta).
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